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The following report ±b aiubmitted, aB a clarif i.eation of fhe f- 
ColIoI^HoCc (Ghim National Import aM Expo.rt Gorporationli aiid 
(Chim Export Corporation) 0 


of the 
-^■■he GoEoCo 


Imjiort and Export:; Corporati,on 

This concern^ which has? its :iT»ain office?^ in Peking^ he, b a bran.5h arbiated in tha 
Hot.ei Johami'J.shof in Bast Ber'l:;i.n, and wass set up some t:im*' in lata A,pri“l bb a 
toect outcome of the Moscow Eoonomio Conference^ IThen oarhain delegatei^ to cnvi ui ir 
this Ooriference proceeded to Peking^ they ware Informed t,hat ChiviH was 
anxious to expand her trade with t;b.e WesrtI I 


L_ — In order to facilitate 

the Chinese were Ssietti.ng up a i^peci.ai office in Berli.n^ throu.gh whioh all" 
trade exchange require!aant.s from lUstmm Bor'ope 'siere to be ohannelledo 

staffed bj Chinese personnel and^> apparentiT^ has no 'Nation 

with the East German Govar:rmxent: for timt matter, with asv other Satellite 

^o:r SoTiet autliorpyo It handles all enquiries for business f ^ 

I ^ ^ I authority- to sign contraois.^ is well briefed ovl ifthat China car, 

supply^ and^ likewise^ on her min requirements ; 0 50X1 -HLII\50X1 -HUM 


So According to members of the staff of this office^ it l.s to remain in being 

ind^lnitely and has no oomection lahatsoeve r with the China Exno rt Corpora-tion 


in East Berlin or its similarly named office 
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4o It hsLB been suggested that locating this office in East Berlin ms to facilitate 
trade in strategic inaterialS|> as certain goods iidiich are all owed | | 

to enter East Germany are barred from shipaaent to China o This is not altogether 
since up to the present the Co NoIaSoCo has shown every desire for China 
imnorts to be shipped direct to China f I 


I I The only possibly political element in the fonjaation 

of this body is thati, in the event of large-scale exchanges of tmde between th* 
two countries^ the CoNoIoEoCo will probably announce to the world that "HUM 

trade has been made possible as a direct result of the Moscow Economic Conferenoeo 

5e The China Export Corporation 

This is an East German state trading concern which has been In operation for 
at least two years o It was set up originally in order to facilitate trade exchanges 
between East Germany and China^ and was concerned with^ inter alia^ sales to Russian 
Satellites of goods imported from China o It must be remembered in this connection 
that in the old days the large ^ [ concerns operating inside China had made 

themselves responsible for the sale all over the world of various commodities 
and especially produce from China o It is considered that it was an attempt at 
assuming this role that prompted the setting up of the CoEoGo 50X1 -HUM 

6* Bbwever^, the efforts to trade with China on the part of the CoEoCo have proved 
an abject failure in that East Germany despatched large quantities of strat(^gic 
ehemicalSi, obtained mainly from East Germany but also in part from the Western 
Zonei, to China and received in exchange equally large quantities of produce and 
silk for which the CoBoCo could find no marketo This resulted in a very rapid 
depreciation in the funds at the disposal of the CoEoCo . which then attempted 
to increase Bast-West trade ^ regardless of whether it included China or noto 


50X1 -HUM 

7o The present situation is that the CoEoCo is virtually bankrupt and^ hence, highly 
unpopular with the East German authorities and shows every sign of dissolving 
altogethero The two personalities most heavily involved in the running of the 
CciBoCo are Ernst Ramlow and Leo Schlechte As to the future of this corporation.^ 
it would appear that much of its chemical trade will be taken over by such 
organizations as Chomiepha and^ of course^ it is mo^t likely that with the 
setting up of the CoRoIoEoCo^ the latter may well attract or insist on hs,ndling 
al-l future trade between China and the West« 
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